
The Center for Successful Aging is a nonprofit organization that 
helps Santa Barbara’s seniors age successfully. Because CSA’s volunteer 
counselors and clients are of the same generation, they share many of 
the same life experiences. This Peer Counseling promotes a bonding and 
a heartfelt communication. 
 
CSA’s unique services include: 

• Free Senior Peer Counseling 
• Free Senior Support Groups 
• Free Reassurance Phone Calls 
• Free ‘Successful Aging’ Newspaper 
• Peer Counselor Training 

 
To learn more about CSA services and volunteer opportunities,  
please contact us at: 

Center for Successful Aging 
1528 Chapala St., Ste. 205 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

805-963-8080 www.csasb.org 
CSA’s IRS Tax Exempt number is 80-0422344 

Thank you for your support. 
************************************************************** 

The Ventura British Brass is a unique ensemble with very specific 
instrumentation.  

The band is modeled after the classic British Brass Bands which originated in the 
nineteenth century. The rich, dark, and mellow tone quality stems from the fact 
that all the instruments, except the trombones, are conically bored in design 
(smaller bore at the mouthpiece, gradually increasing to the horn’s bell), 
permitting the brass band to produce a most distinct and unique sound. 
Originating in Britain in the 1840’s, they have become very popular throughout 
Europe and the rest of the world. For many years the bands were kept alive in the 
United States largely by the Salvation Army’s influence. 

Unlike most popular brass ensembles in the United States, our British style brass 
band has a fixed, standard instrumentation using cornets, not trumpets, and tenor 
horns, not French horns. Cornets are pitched the same as trumpets, but have the 
different shaped conical bore, and the tubing is wrapped tighter, making it appear 
smaller than a standard trumpet. The different bore gives the cornet a darker, 
mellower, more lyrical sound. Tenor horns are like a smaller euphonium or 
baritone, and sound like a high baritone rather than the dark noble sound of the 
French horn. 

Our music repertoire is unusually flexible, with varied concert programs, which can 
consist of anything from original works, orchestral transcriptions and featured 
soloists to novelty items, marches, Broadway tunes, medleys and hymn tune 
arrangements. 

www.VenturaBritishBrass.com 
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Fanfare and Flourishes for a Festive Occasion This composition 
by James Curnow is an excellent example of a traditional opening concert piece for 
a British-style Brass Band.  “Fanfare and Flourishes” was originally commissioned 
for the 1991 European Brass Band Championships held in Rotterdam, Holland. 

Puttin’ On the Ritz is a popular song written and published in 1929 by 
Irving Berlin and introduced in the musical film of the same name in 1930 (and 
later reprised by Fred Astaire’s classic performance in the movie Blue Skies (1946) 
as well as in a memorable rendition by Gene Wilder and Peter Boyle in Mel Brooks’ 
Young Frankenstein). The title derives from the slang expression "putting on the 
Ritz," meaning to dress very fashionably. The expression was inspired by the 
swanky Ritz Hotel in London. The well respected and prolific English brass band 
arranger Goff Richards flavored this particular arrangement with a distinctive 
“Charleston” style. 

Rondo features our principal euphonium player, John Robinson.  This is the third 
and final movement of Mozart’s Horn Concerto No. 4 in E-flat major, in an 
arrangement by Denis Wright.  This movement is an example of the classical 
“hunt” theme, in which repeated intervals of musical notes, featuring prominent 
tonic and dominant triads in the main melody, was meant to evoke the open-air 
hunting horn call. 

Hymn for Diana (in memory of Diana, Princess of Wales) This somber yet 
inspirational piece was composed by Joseph Turrin during the week following the 
memorial service for Diana at Westminster Abbey in 1997.  In the composer’s own 
words, “Although the work has a mournful quality, there is a touch of optimism 
and grace throughout.  Very much like Princess Diana herself.”  The descending 
diatonic scale patterns in the middle of the piece are intended to evoke the sounds 
of the cascading bells at Westminster Abbey which were heard at the conclusion of 
her memorial service. 

The Pink Panther is probably the best-remembered creation of prolific film 
composer Henry Mancini.  It was featured during the animated opening credits of 
the movie of the same name in 1963.  This arrangement is by British arranger 
John Glenesk Mortimer, and features Michael Vaughn on trombone. 

The Prayer Although the 1998 animated movie Quest for Camelot was not a 
commercial success, its soundtrack produced one of the most beautiful duets in 
recent memory.  Written by the team of Carol Bayer Sager and David Foster, the 
song achieved worldwide popularity in a version performed by Celine Dion and 
Andre Bocelli, and received the Golden Globe award for best original song.  This 
arrangement is by Paul Cooper and features Dave Keeler on Flugelhorn. 
Singin’ In The Rain is from the 1952 movie of the same name starring and 
directed by Gene Kelly.  The song Singin’ in the Rain had been featured in several 
prior films, including Hollywood Review of 1929.  In an early draft of the script for 
the 1952 movie, this song was to be sung by the combined Kelly, Debbie Reynolds 
and Donald O’Connor in an entirely different scene, which would have likely 
altered the course of movie musical history……  In this arrangement for brass band 
by British composer/arranger Alan Fernie, you can almost envision the precise 
sequence of Gene Kelly’s famous choreography as he dances down that rainy 
street.  At the end of this arrangement, you may also recognize a little Tenor Horn 
snippet of Drip, Drip, Drop Little April Showers from the movie Bambi. 

 INTERMISSION 
America the Beautiful is one of the classic American patriotic songs. The 
lyrics were written by Katharine Lee Bates and the music composed by church 
organist and choirmaster Samuel A. Ward.  Bates originally wrote the words as a 
poem in 1893, inspired by a train trip through the wheat fields of Kansas and a 
majestic view of the Great Plains from high atop Pikes Peak.  Ward originally wrote 
the music as a hymn, Materna, in 1882.  Ward's music was ultimately paired with the 
Bates poem and published in 1910 under the title America the Beautiful. 

Amparito Roca was composed in 1925 by Spanish musician and composer Jaime 
Teixidor, who named it after one of his piano students, then 12-year-old Amparito 
Roca.  It is one of the better known pieces of Spanish music around the world.  
Dancing with the Stars fans will recognize this piece as being in the classic “Paso 
Doble” style. 
My Love Is Like A Red, Red Rose is a Gordon Langford arrangement of a 
traditional Scottish ballad. The lyrics are usually attributed to Scotland’s celebrated 
poet Robert Burns, but the text may have actually been Burns’ rewrite of an older 
street ballad, said to have been written by a Lieutenant Henches as a farewell to his 
betrothed. The text was paired with various melodies, the most popular being the 
1821 pairing with the folk tune for “Low Down in the Broom”. This arrangement 
features Randy Jones on Cornet.  This song is dedicated to Gayle and Marty Golden. 

I Will Follow Him was originally recorded by Little Peggy March in 1963, and 
this Goff Richards arrangement features the trombone section.  Probably the most 
noted and moving rendition of this piece was a historic 1992 performance by a choir 
of nuns for the Pope (as documented in the film Sister Act). 
An American Trilogy is another Goff Richards arrangement, a British 
arranger’s take on three traditional American songs, I Wish I Was in Dixie, Hush 
Little Baby Don’t You Cry and Battle Hymn of the Republic, with a particularly 
stirring finish. This piece features Ariel Solis on euphonium. 

Amazing Grace is a Christian hymn written by English poet and clergyman John 
Newton, published in 1779.  With a message that forgiveness and redemption are 
possible regardless of the sins people commit and that the soul can be delivered from 
despair through the mercy of God, "Amazing Grace" is one of the most recognizable 
songs in the English-speaking world.  This beautiful arrangement for brass band is by 
William Hines, conductor of the Chicago Staff Band for The Salvation Army. 

William Tell Overture The famous instrumental introduction to the opera 
Guillaume Tell (in English, William Tell) by Gioachino Rossini.  William Tell premiered 
in 1829 and was the last of Rossini's 39 operas.  We are playing the last of the 
overture’s four movements, the familiar finale, probably best known as the theme 
from the Lone Ranger television show, a dynamic cavalry charge evoking galloping 
horses or a hero riding to the rescue.  This is a challenging piece often performed in 
British Brass Band competitions in England.  To get a taste of the British Brass Band 
experience, rent the movie Brassed Off, starring Ewan McGregor, about the 
struggles of a traditional English village Brass Band after the closure of the local coal 
mine (the traditional sponsors for these bands) and the their experiences at the 
national brass band competition. 

 


