
Colonel Bogey March is a popular march that was written in 1914 by a 
British army bandmaster, Lieutenant F. J. Ricketts, under the pseudonym Kenneth 
Alford.  The tune was inspired by a golf buddy of Ricketts, a military man who 
whistled a characteristic two-note phrase (a descending minor third interval) 
instead of shouting "Fore!"  It is this descending interval which begins each line of 
the melody.  The fictional name "Colonel Bogey" had originated earlier in England, 
in the late 19th century, as the imaginary "standard opponent" that one measured 
their performance against in the Colonel Bogey scoring system for golf, which 
served a similar function to the modern “par” system.  Bogey is now simply a 
golfing term meaning one stroke over par.  You will recognize this tune from the 
movie Bridge on the River Kwai, as well as from the commercial jingle in the 60’s 
for a once-popular hot breakfast cereal (“winners warm up with Malto Meal … “).  
Audience participation (clapping or whistling the tune) is welcomed. 

 

Concierto de Aranjuez is a solo piece featuring our soprano cornetist, 
Randy Jones, on flugelhorn, arranged for brass band by Kevin Roy Bolton.  It is an 
adaptation of a passionate work for guitar and orchestra by Spanish composer 
Joaquin Rodrigo.  It has been featured in many television shows, commercials and 
movies, including the movie Brassed Off, starring Ewan McGregor, about the 
struggles of a traditional English village Brass Band after the closure of the local 
coal mine (who sponsored the band) and the their experiences at the national brass 
band competition. 

 

An American Trilogy is another Goff Richards arrangement, a British 
arranger’s take on three traditional American songs, I Wish I Was in Dixie, Hush 
Little Baby Don’t You Cry and Battle Hymn of the Republic, with a particularly 
stirring finish. 

 

Amazing Grace is a Christian hymn written by English poet and clergyman 
John Newton, published in 1779.  With a message that forgiveness and redemption 
are possible regardless of the sins people commit and that the soul can be delivered 
from despair through the mercy of God, "Amazing Grace" is one of the most 
recognizable songs in the English-speaking world.  This beautiful arrangement for 
brass band is by William Hines, conductor of the Chicago Staff Band for The 
Salvation Army. 

 

******************************************************************* 

Ventura British Brass – Upcoming Free Concerts 
 

Sunday June 26th 4PM – Barranca Vista Park, 7050 E. Ralston, East of Victoria 

Tuesday July 5th 7PM – Channel Islands Yacht Club, 4100 Harbor Blvd. CI Harbor 

Holiday Concert: The Ventura British Brass is now considering potential 
venues/organizations for a concert of seasonal music in early/mid December.  If 
your organization has access to a concert hall and would be interested in co-
sponsoring a concert, call (805) 797-3055, or visit www.VenturaBritishBrass.com. 
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Fanfare and Flourishes for a Festive Occasion This composition by 
James Curnow is an excellent example of a traditional opening concert piece for a 
British-style Brass Band.  “Fanfare and Flourishes” was originally commissioned for 
the 1991 European Brass Band Championships held in Rotterdam, Holland. 

 

Rondo features our principal euphonium player, John Robinson.  This is the third 
and final movement of Mozart’s Horn Concerto No. 4 in E-flat major, in an 
arrangement by Denis Wright.  This movement is an example of the classical “hunt” 
theme, in which repeated intervals of musical notes, featuring prominent tonic and 
dominant triads in the main melody, was meant to evoke the open-air hunting horn 
call. 

 

William Tell Overture The famous instrumental introduction to the opera 
Guillaume Tell (in English, William Tell) by Gioachino Rossini.  William Tell 
premiered in 1829 and was the last of Rossini's 39 operas.  We are playing the last 
of the overture’s four movements, the familiar finale, probably best known as the 
theme from the Lone Ranger television show, a dynamic cavalry charge evoking 
galloping horses or a hero riding to the rescue.  A challenging piece often played in 
British Brass Band competitions in England. 

 

Puttin’ On the Ritz is a popular song written and published in 1929 by Irving 
Berlin and introduced in the musical film of the same name in 1930 (and later 
reprised by Fred Astaire’s classic performance in the movie Blue Skies (1946) as 
well as in a memorable rendition by Gene Wilder and Peter Boyle in Mel Brooks’ 
Young Frankenstein). The title derives from the slang expression "putting on the 
Ritz," meaning to dress very fashionably. The expression was inspired by the 
swanky Ritz Hotel in London. The well respected and prolific English brass band 
arranger Goff Richards flavored this particular arrangement with a distinctive 
“Charleston” style. 

 

Slaughter on 10th Avenue was composed by Richard Rodgers as a jazz 
ballet piece for a Broadway musical which was choreographed by George 
Balanchine.  The ballet number appeared near the end of Rodgers and Hart's 1936 
musical On Your Toes.  The storyline for the piece follows a tap dancer who falls in 
love with a dance hall girl, who is then shot and killed by her jealous boyfriend.  
After a prolonged chase, the enraged dancer ultimately shoots the boyfriend.   

 

Amparito Roca was composed in 1925 by Spanish musician and composer 
Jaime Teixidor, who named it after one of his piano students, then 12-year-old 
Amparito Roca.  It is one of the better known pieces of Spanish music around the 
world.  Dancing with the Stars fans will recognize this piece as being in the classic 
“Paso Doble” style. 

 Hymn for Diana (in memory of Diana, Princess of Wales) This somber yet 
inspirational piece was composed by Joseph Turrin during the week following the 
memorial service for Diana at Westminster Abbey in 1997.  In the composer’s own 
words, “Although the work has a mournful quality, there is a touch of optimism and 
grace throughout.  Very much like Princess Diana herself.”  The descending diatonic 
scale patterns in the middle of the piece are intended to evoke the sounds of the 
cascading bells at Westminster Abbey which were heard at the conclusion of her 
memorial service. 

 

James Bond Collection is another arrangement by the prominent English 
arranger Goff Richards that showcases many of the popular theme songs from the 
long line of 007 movies.  You may recognize excerpts such as the original James 
Bond Theme by Monty Norman (played in seven of the Bond films), the percussive 
“007 Theme” by John Barry that also appeared in several of the movies, the title 
song from Goldfinger, and “Nobody Does It Better” from The Spy Who Loved 
Me.  Careful listeners might even be able to catch a brief snippet of the theme for 
Live and Let Die, played in the background by the euphonium section in the 
middle of this arrangement. 

 

INTERMISSION 
 

Famous British Marches comes from British arranger Gordon Langford, 
who is as revered in England for his musical talents and style as Henry Mancini and 
Burt Bacharach are here in the States.  Included in this arrangement are the 
following marches: British Grenadiers, the marching song for the grenadier units 
of the British and Canadian military; Lilliburlero, a march which had its origins as 
an Irish jig, and is often used as a BBC theme; Highland Laddie, based an old 
Scottish folk tune and the official Regimental March of the British Army Highland 
Regiments; Men of Harlech, the regimental march of the military units historically 
associated with Wales; and, finally, the instantly recognizable Rule, Britannia, 
which has primarily been associated with the British Royal Navy. 

 

Appalachian Mountain Folk Song Suite Rich in folk music heritage, 
the Appalachian mountain area’s folk tunes have been a source of inspiration for 
many composers.  Aaron Copeland’s composition, “Appalachian Spring” is a famous 
example.  Another example is this composition by Kentucky-based composer James 
Curnow, in three movements, each based on popular a folk song: 1) Sourwood 
Mountain; 2) Black is the Color of My True Love’s Hair; and 3) Camptown Races. 
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