
Veterans of Foreign Wars is a nonprofit organization that helps 
to foster camaraderie among United States veterans of overseas 
conflicts, and strives to  serve our veterans, the military, and our 
communities and advocate on behalf of all veterans.  

The VFW Vision:  To ensure that veterans are respected for their 
service, always receive their earned entitlements, and are 
recognized for the sacrifices they and their loved ones have made on 
behalf of this great country.  

************************************************************* 

The Ventura British Brass is a unique ensemble with very 
specific instrumentation.  

The band is modeled after the classic British Brass Bands which 
originated in the nineteenth century. The rich, dark, and mellow 
tone quality stems from the fact that all the instruments, except 
the trombones, are conically bored in design (smaller bore at the 
mouthpiece, gradually increasing to the horn’s bell), permitting 
the brass band to produce a most distinct and unique sound. 
Originating in Britain in the 1840’s, they have become very 
popular throughout Europe and the rest of the world. For many 
years the bands were kept alive in the United States largely by 
the Salvation Army’s influence. 

Unlike most popular brass ensembles in the United States, our 
British style brass band has a fixed, standard instrumentation 
using cornets, not trumpets, and tenor horns, not French horns. 
Cornets are pitched the same as trumpets, but have the different 
shaped conical bore, and the tubing is wrapped tighter, making it 
appear smaller than a standard trumpet. The different bore gives 
the cornet a darker, mellower, more lyrical sound. Tenor horns 
are like a smaller euphonium or baritone, and sound like a high 
baritone rather than the dark noble sound of the French horn. 

Our music repertoire is unusually flexible, with varied concert 
programs, which can consist of anything from original works, 
orchestral transcriptions and featured soloists to novelty items, 
marches, Broadway tunes, medleys and hymn tune 
arrangements.          www.VenturaBritishBrass.com 

Holiday Concert: The Ventura British Brass is now considering 
potential venues/organizations for a concert of seasonal music in 
early/mid-December.  If your organization has access to a concert 
hall and would be interested in co-sponsoring a concert, call   
(805) 797-3055, or visit www.VenturaBritishBrass.com. 
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Star Spangled Banner is among a select few of the world's national 
anthems that are based on a poem. The lyrics come from the poem "Defence of 
Fort McHenry", written in 1814 by the 35-year-old lawyer and amateur 
poet, Francis Scott Key, after witnessing the bombardment of Fort McHenry during 
the War of 1812.  The poem was set to the tune of a popular British song 
“(Anacreon in Heaven”) written in 1775 by John Stafford Smith.  When combined 
with Key's poem and renamed, it would soon become the well-known American 
patriotic song. With a range of one and a half octaves, it is known for being quite 
difficult to sing.  This particular arrangement features a fanfare opening. 

You’re a Grand Old Flag/Yankee Doodle Dandy/This Is My 
Country is a stirring medley of patriotic tunes as arranged by our Musical 
Director and Principal Conductor, Gary Engels. 

Fanfare for the Common Man is a 20th-century American classical 
music work by American composer Aaron Copland. The piece was written 
in 1942 for the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra under conductor Eugene Goossens. 
It was inspired in part by a famous speech made earlier in the same year where 
Vice President Henry A. Wallace proclaimed the dawning of the "Century of the 
Common Man". The work has appeared in many US and British cultural 
productions, such as in the musical scores of movies. 

Born Free is the famous theme song, composed by John Barry, for the 
1966 British film starring Virginia McKenna and Bill Travers as Joy and George 
Adamson, a real-life couple who raised Elsa the Lioness, an orphaned lion cub, to 
adulthood, and released her into the wilderness of Kenya.   

Appalachian Mountain Folk Song Suite  Rich in folk music heritage, 
the Appalachian mountain area’s folk tunes have been a source of inspiration for 
many American composers.  Aaron Copland’s composition, “Appalachian Spring” is 
a famous example.  Another example is this composition by Kentucky-based 
composer James Curnow, in three movements, each based on a popular American 
folk song: 1) Sourwood Mountain; 2) Black is the Color of My True Love’s Hair; 
and 3) Camptown Races. 

Stars and Stripes Forever Composed by John Philip Sousa on 
Christmas Day 1896, "The Stars and Stripes Forever" is the Official March of 
the United States of America.  Surprisingly, John Philip Sousa's great 
American patriotic march, was written not in the aftermath of a great battle, 
but on an ocean liner as Sousa and his wife were returning from a European 
vacation.  This arrangement features Randy Jones on Soprano Cornet covering 
the classic piccolo line at the conclusion of the piece. 

William Tell Overture The famous instrumental introduction to the opera 
Guillaume Tell (in English, William Tell) by Gioachino Rossini.  William Tell 
premiered in 1829 and was the last of Rossini's 39 operas.  We are playing the last 
of the overture’s four movements, the familiar finale, probably best known as the 
theme from the Lone Ranger television show, a dynamic cavalry charge evoking 
galloping horses or a hero riding to the rescue.  This is a challenging piece often 
performed in British Brass Band competitions in England.  To get a taste of the 
British Brass Band experience, rent the movie Brassed Off, starring Ewan 
McGregor, about the struggles of a traditional English village Brass Band after the 
closure of the local coal mine (the traditional sponsors for these bands) and the 
their experiences at the national brass band competition. 

 INTERMISSION 
 

America the Beautiful is one of the classic American patriotic songs. The 
lyrics were written by Katharine Lee Bates and the music composed by church 
organist and choirmaster Samuel A. Ward.  Bates originally wrote the words as a 
poem in 1893, inspired during a train trip through the wheat fields of Kansas as well 
as a majestic view of the Great Plains from high atop Pikes Peak.  Ward originally 
wrote the music as a hymn, Materna, in 1882.  Ward's music was ultimately paired 
with the Bates poem and published in 1910 under the title America the Beautiful. 

Salute to America’s Finest Another medley arrangement by our Musical 
Director Gary Engels of the official songs of the U.S. Army, Navy, Coast Guard, 
Marines and Air Force. We ask that veterans/members/family 
representatives of those in the armed services stand and be honored 
during the playing of their service’s song. 

Hymn for Diana (in memory of Diana, Princess of Wales) This somber yet 
inspirational piece was composed by Joseph Turrin, an American, during the week 
following the memorial service for Diana at Westminster Abbey in 1997.  In the 
composer’s own words, “Although the work has a mournful quality, there is a touch of 
optimism and grace throughout.…very much like Princess Diana herself.”  The 
descending diatonic scale patterns in the middle of the piece were intended to evoke 
the sounds of the cascading bells at Westminster Abbey which were heard at the 
conclusion of her memorial service. 

Disney Fantasy What could be considered more uniquely American than tunes 
from Walt Disney movies?  This was probably one of the late British brass band 
arranger Goff Richard’s favorite arrangements.  It features many of the iconic Walt 
Disney movie theme songs from the 40’s through the 60’s.  You will recognize          
With a Smile and a Song, When You Wish Upon a Star, Whistle While You Work, 
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, I Wanna Be Like You, Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah, Alice in 
Wonderland and The Bare Necessities.  Featuring Michael Vaughn on trombone. 

Death or Glory - Robert Browne Hall was a leading American 
composer of marches and other music for brass bands. His works were particularly 
popular in the United Kingdom, so much so that many lovers of brass band music 
there mistakenly imagine that Hall is an English composer. This celebrated march, 
"Death or Glory", written in 1895 and dedicated to the Tenth Regiment Band 
of Albany, New York (of Civil War fame) is a well-known staple of brass band concerts 
and competitions all over the USA as well as in England. 

Amazing Grace is a Christian hymn written by English poet and clergyman John 
Newton, published in 1779.  With a message that forgiveness and redemption are 
possible regardless of the sins people commit and that the soul can be delivered from 
despair through the mercy of God, "Amazing Grace" is one of the most recognizable 
songs in the English-speaking world.  This beautiful arrangement for brass band is by 
William Hines, conductor of the Chicago Staff Band for The Salvation Army. 

An American Trilogy is another arrangement by Goff Richards, a British 
arranger’s take on three traditional American songs, I Wish I Was in Dixie, Hush 
Little Baby Don’t You Cry and Battle Hymn of the Republic, with a particularly 
stirring finish. Featuring Ariel Solis on Euphonium. 


